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Your Essay in 7 Easy Steps!

Step 1: ANALYZE the ASSIGNMENT (or question)
	 Often the answer to the question is contained in the question itself.
	 � What are the Key Words of the Question?
	 � How long is the assignment, in words or pages?
	 � What are the possible Topics?
	 � When is the assignment due? 1 hour; 1 week; 1 semester?
	 � Who is going to read this assignment? Write to your audience!	  

Step 2: DETERMINE the Thesis and the Structure 
	 � What type of Essay Structure is required to complete the assignment?
	 � Is this a Basic, Extended or Super-Essay? Argumentative or Persuasive?
	 � Is a �thesis statement� requested in the assignment?
	 � How many Topics will be required to complete the structure?
	 � Decide �Which topics best support your thesis?� 

Step 3: VALIDATE your VIEWPOINT
	 � Gather the information or details which support your Topics.
	 � 5-7 details or facts per topic/paragraph.
	 � Use a minimum of 3 sources for research, not more than 9.

Step 4: ASSEMBLE the Structure and Style
	 � Write the Body paragraphs of your Essay.
	 � One Topic per paragraph 
	 � Enforce the Topic/Clincher Rule.
	 � Add Stylistic Techniques after writing your �rst draft.

Step 5: NOTATION � Cite your Sources
	 � Avoid Plagiarism by citing your sources
	 � Use proper Footnotes
	 � Build your Bibliography

Step 6: CONCLUSION / INTRODUCTION
	 � Write your Conclusion and Introduction after your write the Body.
	 � Save your best and most powerful writing for the Conclusion.

Step 7: EDIT & ENUNCIATE
	 � Read your paper OUT LOUD; 
	      Your ear will tell you if what you have written makes sense.
	 � Edit and Re-Write 
	 � The Ultimate Edit � Have someone else read it, before handing it in!

A+

V

D

A
N
C
E

Excellent Resources Inc. 2007 '
www.excel lentresources.net

Preview

Sample

Pages
Preview

Sample

Pages



Preview

Sample

Pages

Webster’s Guide to 
Excellent Essays

Index
Acknowledgements .....................................2

How To Use This Booklet .........................3

Structural Models for Essays
	 Paragraph .....................................................3
	 Basic Essay ..................................................4
	 Extended Essay............................................6
	 Expository / Literary Essay ...........................8
	 Literary Critique Model ...............................10
	 Critique Vocabulary ....................................11
	 Persuasive Essay .......................................12
	 Persuasive Essay Advanced ......................14
	 Argumentative Essay A...............................16
	 Argumentative Essay B ..............................18
	 Super Essay ...............................................20
	 Footnotes....................................................22
	 Bibliography ................................................24

Stylistic Techniques
	 “Dress-Ups” ................................................38
	 “Clincher/Kickers” .......................................29
	 Sentence Openers......................................31
	 Decorations ................................................32
	 Triples .........................................................33
	 Footnotes & Quoting...................................36
	 Extending the Essay ...................................42
	 Model Introductions ....................................44
	 Model Conclusions .....................................46
	 Essay Checklist ..........................................50
	 Advanced “-ly” Adverb Chart ......................54
	 Preposition Chart ........................................55

Sample Essays
	 Phase I “Bare-Bones” Basic Essay ............27
	 Phase II Dressing Structure........................31
	 Phase III  Adding Flow ................................34
	 Phase IV Documentation ............................37
	 Phase V Extension Paragraphs..................44

Resources .........................................................64

					   

Preview

Sample

Pages




